
Musical Theatre: American Musical Theatre 

Syllabus & Important Class Information

Course Learning Objectives 

• watch and understand conventions of musical theatre
• understand the history of American musical theatre, and be able to identify musicals from 

different eras
• write lyrics and follow a rhyme scheme
• learn basic choreography and the role dance plays in theatre
• see how a musical can be adapted from source material
• hands-on experience working on a production*

Grading 

a note on practicum*:
Practicum is an essential part 
of Theatre I and all theatre 
classes offered at CCHS. This 
may include in-class 
troubleshooting and designs 
for current productions 
happening with the CCS 
Theatre, building props/sets, 
going to the costume trailer, 
and more. Practicum will 
frequently include going to 
CCMS to work in our theatre 
space.

Materials We May Read/Watch 

• Videos from the “Working in the Theatre” series (American Theatre Wing)
• Classic musicals such as Oklahoma!, My Fair Lady, The Music Man
• Pygmalion by George Bernard Shaw
• Influential musicals such as West Side Story and Sweeney Todd
• Modern musicals such as The Producers, In The Heights, and Spongebob the Musical

Are auditions required for class? 

Auditioning for CCS Theatre productions is not a requirement for class, but it is an opportunity 
to share the skills you work on in class and to try something new! Each semester we have 1-2 
productions that students can audition for. We also have opportunities for students who are 
interested in working backstage (“teching”) productions. Please reach out to Ms. Santa if you 
have any questions.
In class, we will work on props, set pieces, costuming, and more as a part of theatre practicum. 
The demands of each show is slightly different, so depending on the production(s) will change 
how many practicum days we have in the semester.

10%

30%

30%

30%

projects (30%)
tests & quizzes (30%)
practicum* (30%)
assignments (10%)



Course Breakdown 

This is a rough schedule of what to expect during the semester week-by-week. Please take note 
of the audition dates and major assignments.
Week One: “It’s A Musical” & “Your Song”

Auditions for Macbeth August 23-24 3:30-5:00
Quiz: Musical Theatre Terms 8/27

Week Two: Oklahoma!
Quiz: Oklahoma! 9/3

 Week Three: “You’re The Top”
Project: “You’re the Top” updated lyrics 9/9

Week Four: The Music Man
Quiz: The Music Man 9/17

Week Five: “Dancing Through Life” (Basic Choreography)
Project: Class-Wide Line Dances 9/23
Auditions for A Christmas Story 9/21-9/22 3:30-5:00

Week Six: West Side Story
Quiz: West Side Story 9/30

Week Seven: Pygmalion by George Bernard Shaw
Week Eight: My Fair Lady

Quiz: My Fair Lady 10/14
Week Nine: Test One

Test One 10/20
Week Ten: Sweeney Todd

Quiz: Sweeney Todd 10/28
Macbeth will be performed 10/29-10-31/21

Week Eleven: American Theatre Wing–Working in the Theatre
Week Twelve: “Do, Re, Mi” (Reading Music)

Quiz: Reading Music 11/12
Week Thirteen: “Hot Honey Rag” (Choreography)

Project: “Hot Honey Rag” 11/18
Week Fourteen: The Phantom of the Opera

Quiz: The Phantom of the Opera 11/23
Week Fifteen: Modern Musicals (The Producers & In The Heights)

Quiz: Modern Musicals 12/3
Week Sixteen: Test Two & Spongebob the Musical

Test Two 12/7
A Christmas Story will be performed 12/10-12/12/21

Week Seventeen: exam week–our exam will be completed in class the week before!

Theatre Objectives Covered (NCDPI) 
B.CU.1.1. Use theatre arts to explore concepts in world history and relate them to significant events, ideas, and movements from a global context.
B.CU.1.2. Exemplify history, culture geography, economics, civics, and government from a global perspective through the creation of theatrical 
works.
B.CU.2.1. Illustrate appropriate theatre etiquette as member of an audience, as a performer, and as a technician.
B.CU.2.2. Use acting conventions such as stage presence, subtext, style, and ensemble work to perform formal or informal works.
B.A.1.1. Interpret the plot structure and thematic, technical, and dramaturgical elements within scenes from plays.
B.A.1.2. Analyze informal or formal theatre productions in terms of the emotions or thoughts they evoke, characters, setting & events.



B.AE.1.1. Understand the major technical elements, such as sound, lights, set, and costumes, and their interrelationships.
B.AE.1.2. Explain how the major technical elements, such as sound, lights, set, and costumes, are used to enhance formal or informal 
productions.
B.C.1.1. Use non-verbal expression to illustrate how human emotion affects the body and is conveyed through the body.
B.C.1.2. Apply vocal elements of volume, pitch, rate, tone, articulation, and vocal expression.
B.C.1.3. Understand how to read and write scripts that communicate conflict, plot, and character.
B.C.2.1. Use improvisation and acting skills, such as observation, concentration, and characterization in a variety of theatre exercises.
B.C.2.2. Interpret various selections of dramatic literature through formal and informal presentations.


